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If delegates have any questions or concerns regarding this committee, please send an email to 

schowd2@masonlive.gmu.edu.  
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Hi, Delegates! 

 I am Yasmin Bakhit, Co-Director of the Chernobyl Incident Committee for this conference. 

I am a senior at Thomas A. Edison High School, and this is my first year a part of Edison’s Model 

UN. Besides Model UN, I have been a part of my school’s SGA since freshman year, and I am 

currently SGA President. I am a part of my school’s MSA, NHS, EHS, and Key Club as well and 

I also play lacrosse year-round. I have always had a passion for anything and everything political 

leading me to join and compete in Model UN conferences. I enjoy reading and researching 

incidents that happen around the world, specifically those that require a political response. I look 

forward to meeting you all on December 6th and 7th! 

 

Sincerely,  

Yasmin Bakhit 

bakhityasmin@gmail.com 
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Hi, Delegates! 

 I am Muaz Ahmad, Co-Director of the Chernobyl Incident Committee for this conference. 

I am a senior at Thomas A. Edison High School, and this is my first year a part of Edison’s Model 

UN. Outside of Model UN, I am an aid participant in MSA, FBLA, NHS, MHS, and Environmental 

Club. My involvement in all these extracurriculars helps me to establish myself as a leader who 

can speak publicly. Also, my background, being from Pakistan, makes me very in tune with global 

politics, as my home country is always well-versed in these debates. I am very interested in 

researching and understanding global events, especially ones that I can speak up on and change. I 

look forward to meeting you all on December 6-7! 

 

Sincerely, 

Muaz Ahmad 

randymuaz01@gmail.com   
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Background 

 The Soviet Union was locked in a heavy battle with the US since the development of its 

own nuclear missiles. This led to a heavy arms race in which the Soviets tried to catch up and then 

surpass the United States in Nuclear power during the 60s and 70s. The Soviet Military Doctrine 

established that the Soviet Union will become the military superpower by all means necessary. 

Since the start of the Cold War, the Soviets have been rapidly increasing their nuclear powers and 

ensuring both national safety and the country’s ability to be a world player. Gorbachev, the Soviet 

Union leader, has suggested the elimination of all nuclear weapons, this to be done by the year 

2000. This was rejected and in 1986 the Reykjavik summit meeting occurred between US President 

Ronald Reagan and Soviet Union leader Gorbachev who had discussed eliminating ballistic 

missile weapons.  

 The Chernobyl plants and site are located about 130 kilometers from the city of Kiev in 

Ukraine. There are four nuclear reactors that are known to follow the RBMK-1000 Soviet design 

while two more with the same design are currently being built. It is a graphite-moderated pressure 

tube type reactor with uranium dioxide fuel. Chernobyl has a population of about 12,500 people 

with this plant being only 15 kilometers away from the town. Furthermore, there may be up to a 

population of 135,000 people within 30 kilometers of the plant. This lack of isolation of a nuclear 

plant such as this indicates a lack of safety precautions and causes general discomfort. During the 

process, water must be pumped to the bottom of the fuel which ultimately produces steam to drive 

the turbines, and also acts as a coolant in this design. There are four prominent circulating coolant 

pumps in which one is not constantly used and is rather on stand-by. Thus, the reactor includes a 

core cooling system for the case of an emergency.  
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 The design of the RBMK-1000 leaves little room for potential mistakes. As the steam 

bubbles increase, the core reactivity does as well and produces fission in the fuel; the reactivity is 

controlled by the 211 control rods. This is because the neutrons cannot be absorbed by the water 

once it has been converted to steam due to its lack of density. If the 211 control rods were lowered, 

the water can absorb neutrons and thus lower the fission rate. This fission rate is the main factor 

of the RBMK-1000's efficiency and power coefficient of reactivity. If this were to overpower the 

other components of the machine, irreversible damage could be done in which the extent of such 

cannot be measured.  

 The crew performs annual shutdowns and attempt to learn as much as they can about the 

design to better improve it. For example, they have reformed a test to determine how long the wind 

turbines can spin and provide power to the main pumps, but the turbines were so rapid that new 

regulators to control the voltage, and overall power, had to be created and tested. Overall, it is 

evident how the plant is run efficiently, and the plant is constantly being improved; however, these 

possible improvements are done in a “guess and check” manner which always involves a level of 

risk. This risk added with the thousands of people located near the plants demonstrates a lack of 

protection towards the civilians and awareness from the crew of the nuclear plant. 

 

Questions to Consider 

1. Are the workers of the Chernobyl plant responsible for maximizing safety in terms of 

population within the mile radius? 

2. Is the setup of the plant and/or the RBMK-1000 design dangerous? 
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3. Is the government responsible for Chernobyl and those affected by it? 

4. What safety precautions does the Chernobyl plant have, if any? 

5. Do those living within proximity of the Chernobyl plant have a right to know about it and 

its possible effects despite this possible putting the Soviet Union’s nuclear weapon 

designs/technique in jeopardy? 
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