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Hello Delegates, 

 Welcome to TAEMUN VII! My name is Zuzu Hassan and I will be one of your directors 

for the Disarmament and International Security Committee (DISEC). I am currently a freshman at 

Thomas Alva Edison High School. Aside from being an avid member in Model United Nations, I 

am also a part of the Interact Club, the Lacrosse Team, as well as the school band as a percussionist. 

Outside of school, I enjoy playing with my dog and hanging out with my friends and family. I am 

thrilled to be a part of TAEMUN VII, and I look forward to seeing and assisting you all! If you 

have any questions or concerns, feel free to email me! 

 

Best of luck, 

Zuzu Hassan 

zuzu.hassan.7@gmail.com 
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Hello Delegates, 

Welcome to TAEMUN VII! My name is Yasmine Marrero and I will be one of your 

directors for the Disarmament and International Security Committee (DISEC) at TAEMUN VII. I 

am currently a freshman at Thomas Alva Edison High School. This is also my first year in Model 

UN and my first time directing; however, I am ready and eager to serve you all during the 

committee. Outside of Model UN, I enjoy participating in the Environmental Club, Future 

Business Leaders of America, and the Edison Speech and Debate Team. Other than school 

activities, I also enjoy painting and playing the cello. I am so excited to see you all at TAEMUN 

VII, and I wish you the best!  

 

Sincerely, 

Yasmine Marrero 

bananaleafe1@gmail.com 
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Topic A: Preventing the Weaponization of Artificial Intelligence 

Background 

In earlier years, wars were mostly fought by soldiers risking their lives in one-on-one 

combat, but now modern technology has made it so that no man needs to fight in the field. The 

competition of technological development has become uncontrollable and unregulated in the past 

century. One hundred years ago, airplanes were just being introduced in combat. Today, modern 

technology such as autonomous navy ships and autonomous fighter jets are changing the way wars 

are fought. In the technology race, modernized and futuristic warfare has become a possibility and 

rising concern for many countries. The development of the Autonomous Weapons Systems (AWS) 

is rapidly progressing, which means unmanned weapons could attack enemies in warfare with only 

sophisticated algorithms; no humans required. While many conflicts still involve people fighting 

in combat, warfare has become significantly more advanced, and Artificial Intelligence (AI) may 

soon become a large part of the weapons sector in the technology race. 

 Some weapons systems used for defensive purposes can already identify, track, and engage 

targets without any human orders. The MK 15- Phalanx Close-In Weapon System (CIWS) started 

production by the US Navy in 1978 and was first installed on the USS Coral Sea in 1980. This 

system has the ability to automatically detect, track, evaluate, engage, and perform kill assessments 

against high-speed airway threats. Another similar system is the Iron Dome created by Israel. This 

weapons system began production in 2007 and was first deployed in 2011. The Iron Dome is an 

AWS used to shoot down projectiles such as missiles. In April of 2016, the US Navy and the 

Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) launched the Sea Hunter: a 132-foot-long 

trimaran with no permanent crew. The Sea Hunter is designed to travel in the ocean for months at 
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a time with no crew, searching for enemy submarines to report to human operators back on land. 

The trimaran recently completed a round trip from San Diego, California to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii 

with no crew. If this concept is viable, these autonomous weapons systems could be deployed 

worldwide and could potentially attack submarines on their own. These weapons systems capable 

of attacking without any human orders could be hacked or malfunction. Without any human 

operators to immediately respond to these threats, the question of how these dangerous weapons 

are to be controlled in emergencies and other dire situations arises. 

 

Current Situation 

Autonomous weapons systems are perpetually supplemented to warcraft around the world, 

and AWSs continue to be created and developed with the goal of becoming completely 

independent of human operators. Weaponized artificial intelligence has not been created yet, but 

very advanced AI has been programmed to serve system hardware or individual robots. Advanced 

artificial intelligence programs can naturally process languages, learn and perform complex 

algorithms, and/or learn from behavior to provide tailored experiences to users, such as the CIWS 

and Iron Dome autonomous weapons systems, while weak AI, including computer chess 

opponents and self-driving cars, can only perform simple algorithms. Currently, one of the most 

advanced AI robots is called Sophia, which was created by Hanson Robotics. It is the world’s first 

robot citizen and the first robot Innovation Ambassador for the United Nations Development 

Programme. Sophia can evaluate hand gestures and facial expressions and even estimate a person’s 

feelings. Additionally, she has emotions of her own, roughly simulating parts of the human brain 

and human psychology. Although weaponized artificial intelligence systems have yet to be 
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created, researchers have come very close to merging advanced AI with warcraft to create weapons 

capable of mass destruction. Once this happens, humanity may lose control of this potential 

resource which can also become a potential cause of tremendous destruction. 

 

Past United Nations Actions 

Due to the rapid development of Artificial Intelligence and Autonomous Weapons 

Systems, the United Nations’ Centre for Policy Research at the United Nations University has 

created an AI and Governance Platform for researchers, policy actors, corporate leaders, and 

thought leaders to explore challenges raised by artificial intelligence. This was sparked by the 

mandate given to the Secretary-General’s Strategy on New Technologies at the United Nations 

University and is meant to be an inclusive space for experts to discuss the shaping of the 

governance of AI. The platform has three main topics: analyzing AI’s impact of order and the 

response of institutions, the governance of AI, and the mapping of the future of artificial 

intelligence. So far, there have not been any set regulations regarding AI by the United Nations, 

but the UN is dedicated to working with experts as well as member states in order to keep humanity 

safe. As the weaponization of artificial intelligence is a new issue, the United Nations is still 

researching and gathering information on the topic, but it is hoping to collaborate with researchers, 

policy actors, and other leaders to prevent the weaponization of AI. 

 

Questions to Consider 

1. How does your nation partake in the technology race? 



6 

TAEMUN VII 

Disarmament and International Security Committee 

 

2. To what extent should the weaponization of artificial intelligence be regulated? 

3. Does your country consider artificial intelligence a threat? 
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Topic B: Regulating the Utilization of Private Military Companies 

Background 

Private military companies (PMCs) are independent enterprises that deliver military 

personnel to national governments and international institutions. Private military companies have 

become a crucial and controversial component of the privatized defense industry. PMCs are skilled 

in the allocation of powers, combat, and security. Private military companies are prepared to carry 

out full-on offensive military attacks. If given a certain amount of money; they will assist this so-

called entity with their affairs. PMCs can work on different aspects such as backend logistics to 

training and consulting the tactical. About half of the military forces fighting in Iraq or Afghanistan 

are private military companies. Business for PMCs do very well in the global market, the security 

industry is a multi-billion dollar corporation. One way PMCs save money is by Outsourcing, it 

is  the number of people that you don't have to call up from the national reserve to take on these 

specific roles. Whenever a society looks at the frontiers of the private military industry they reflect 

the next frontiers of war. Those who are interested in pursuing a career in being a hire for contract 

can go to a base and train for a specific field of interest revolving around security. The majority of 

those who are in PMCs have already been in the governmental military already and like to expand 

on their training. Many of the civilians who join PMCs do so because the salary that was given to 

them by the federal military was not enough. A great deal of PMCs recruits who were exceptional 

in the army are not in the army anymore, but now apart of private military companies. The main 

goal that PMCs try to accomplish is to take the superior skills that soldiers already have and for 

offensive combat and expand their knowledge and training to provide defensive, special force level 

security, and protection. 
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Current Situation 

On February 14, 2019, speakers from the United Nations Security Council reflected upon 

concerns regarding the Central African area. It is becoming an abundant land for groups in a form 

of "small arms and weapons, illegal hunting and acts of terrorism" for all sorts of subversive 

activity. (Guterres) These organizations were only empowered to act beyond the law by the poor 

state authority throughout their national territories, the fragile frontiers, and the lack of coordinated 

action to curb their spread. Private security firms are advocating to stop having “guns for hire.” 

 

Past United Nations Actions 

The United Nations Task Force on Mercenary Use was very crucial of the private security 

company while in its missions abroad the UN is increasingly turning to Private Military and 

Security Companies (PMSCs). Private contractors are not used for military purposes, but the 

United Nations is increasingly dependent on these firms as their workers are constantly entering 

conflict zones. The UN is not enthusiastic about depending on local police departments in countries 

such as Afghanistan and Somalia, and it utilizes private contractors to safeguard its staff and 

infrastructures. Valid questions have been raised challenging the use of PMSCs to secure UN 

employees and how this can build conditions where workers are more susceptible to attacks. This 

pattern has nonetheless grown  over the last few years and is a reason for concern. Ultimately, this 

demographic shift may challenge the presumed impartiality of UN operations globally. 
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Questions to Consider 

1. How can PMCs be beneficial for some countries in certain situations yet also unhelpful 

and even destructive for others? 

2. How can PMCs open a global security market and cause competition? How can the 

potential of PMC competition caused by the opening of a global security market be 

prevented? 

3. Are PMCs unsafe for local communities and those in surrounding areas near war fronts?  

4. Should arms be held in the private sector? 
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